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QASR AL HOSN:

A HISTORIC LANDMARK

Qasr Al Hosn is the ancestral home of the Al Nahyan and the oldest building
on Abu Dhabi Island.

Qasr Al Hosn has witnessed the evolution of Abu Dhabi Island from a small
coastal community to a world city. In that time, Qasr Al Hosn has been a fortified
stronghold, a seat of rule, a royal home and a gathering place for the community.

Today, Qasr Al Hosn is ready to share some of its many stories and secrets.




INNER FORT

The exhibition traces the story of Qasr Al Hosn and the
many historic events it has witnessed. It explores everyday
life in the fort, showing how this historic landmark was once
both a royal home and a busy administrative centre. Films,
interactives and oral histories bring these stories to life,
together with original objects and treasures from the past.

04

The Early Settlement

In this space, you can
follow the story of the
first settlement and the
construction of the fort.
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Sheikh Zayed the First:

A People United

Displays honouring the
memory of Sheikh Zayed
the Great, including an
exhibit which recreates
his legendary sword, the
Ghumamah.

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan:

Transformation of Abu Dhabi into a Global City
Discover the evolution of the city on an interactive table
and see Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan's original

passports.
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Historic Watchtower
Asoundscapewithprojections
willimmerse you in the story
of the tower and all it has
witnessed.

The Bani Yas

This immersive experience
takes you on a journey to
encounter the Bani Yas, the
builders of the fort.
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Qasr AlHosn:

A Historic Landmark
This orientation space will
help youto plan your time,
with Visitor Information
and a model of the fort.

The Move

Learn about the traditional
life of seasonal movement
as well as the reasons
why the Bani Yas settled
permanently on the coast.

06

Sheikh Shakhbut bin
Sultan Al Nahyan:

A New Chapter

Original objects, including
the personal possessions
of Sheikh Shakhbut bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, reveal
the significance of the
outer palace, built in the
1940s.

The People of the Palace
From this gallery, you can
view the outer palace and
learn about its inhabitants
using an interactive family
tree.
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THE MOVE

Just over 250 years ago, the first
stones were laid in the construction
of Qasr Al Hosn. It was a singular
moment in the history of the region,
because it signified that something
fundamental had changed in the
way people made use of this once
uninhabited, low-lying island on the
shores of the Gulf.

For centuries, perhaps millennia,
the people of the Bani Yas tribal
confederation had periodically
visited Abu Dhabi Island. Their
ancestral home, however, was far
inland at Liwa, an arc of oases that
fringe the northern edge of the
Rub AlKhalidesert, alsoknownas the
‘Empty Quarter."

Traditionally, the Bani Yas moved
with the seasons. Spreading out
from Liwa, they went in search of
fresh water holes and pastures or
to trade the dates harvested in the
oases. They visited Abu Dhabi Island
to fish, dive for pearls and collect
salt. By the middle of the sixteenth
century, they already presided over
what is today the emirate of
Abu Dhabi.

Having visited Abu Dhabi Island in
this intermittent way for centuries,
the Bani Yas, under their ruler
Sheikh Dhiyab bin Issa, decided to
establish a permanent settlement
here in the early 1760s. To guard
the small settlement, they built a
watchtower and a fort around it:
AlHosn.

The new permanent settlement
had several factors to its advantage.
Crucially, fresh drinking water was
reliably available nearby. Without
this, neither people nor their
animals could survive on the island
for long. Then there were the
economic advantages compared
to life inland; both fishing and
pearling were lucrative activities.
Fishing was a reliable source of
nutritious food, while pearling
brought in ready money to the
community; money that could be
used to buy food, camels, building
materials and anything else these
hardworking settlers needed.



Geographically, economically and
politically, being on the coast placed
the Bani Yas much closer to the
centre of things. Long established
trade routes, both land and sea,
passed close by and, as Westerners
sought to increase their trade with
the Far East and all the land en route,
the opportunities for acquiring
political influence and building a
prosperous economy were much
greater here than in the dunes
of Liwa. These factors all came
together to convince the Bani Yas,
under their Ruler Sheikh Shakhbut
bin Dhiyab, to move their seat of rule
permanently to Abu Dhabi Island
in 1795. It proved to be a wise and
strategic decision.

In less than fifty years, the small
village of palm frond dwellings grew
by 1833 to a settlement with over
12,000inhabitants. The sea provided
a livelihood for the people who
continued to fish and dive for pearls.
During the summer pearling season,
the population swelled as divers
and traders came from near and far.
Abu Dhabi was becoming a major
town on the Gulf coast.

The building of Al Hosn therefore
marks this key turning point in
Abu Dhabi's history; the moment
when the centre of rule moved from
the desert to the coast. Without this
strategicand timely decision, history
would have been very different. From
this time onwards, the fort came to
symbolise not just the settlement
it defended, but also the rule of
the Bani Yas, the chosen leaders
of the people.




THE OUTER PALACE

Wander through the rooms of Sheikh Shakhbut bin Sultan Al Nahyan'’s palace, constructed
inthe 1940s and 50s. Hear the stories of the people who lived in the Palace and learn about
their everyday life. Explore the personal quarters of Sheikh Shakhbut bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
send a message on the radio and take part in the Ruler’s Majlis.

Throughout the year the palace comes alive with programmes and activities.

The North-East Tower

Sheikh Shakhbut bin

Qasr Al Hosn's tallest, most ~ Sultan Al Nahyan's Majlis
ornate tower is a symbol of Take a look at the former
AbuDhabi,appearingovnthe site of Sheikh Shakhbut bin

1,000 Dirham banknote.

Sultan Al Nahyan's Majlis,
marked out by paving and
recreated on the visitor app.

Family Gate

The members of the ruling
family used this gate to
avoid passing through the
administrative areas of the
palace.

Outer Palace Courtyard
The construction of the
outer palace in the 1940s
created a large and new
internal courtyard within
Qasr Al Hosn.

EAST WING

EAST WING

This wing housed governance and administrative
functions. It was a public area where the community was
welcome.
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The Ruler’s Majlis
Step into a recreation of
the Ruler's Majlis, learn
about Majlis customs and
see a coffee cup discovered
by archaeologists.
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Governance

and Administration

Enter into the nerve centre
of the emirate and discover
how Abu Dhabi was governed
from Qasr Al Hosn.
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Sheikh Shakhbut bin
Sultan Al Nahyan's Palace
Un-rendered walls and a
model reveal the clever
construction techniques
used by the builders of the
palace.
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Sheikh Shakhbut bin Sultan Al Nahyan: Public Figure

A timeline traces the achievements of Sheikh Shakhbut
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who safely guided Abu Dhabi
through challenging and momentous times.

GROUND FLOOR

North-east Tower

Outer Palace

Amenities

Family Gate - Exit
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Try sending and receiving
messages on awirelessradio

set, just like the one used at
Qasr Al Hosn.

Get to know the brothers of
Sheikh Shakhbut bin Sultan
Al Nahyan through archival

images and soundscape.

This wing housed governance and administrative functions.
It was a public area where the community was welcome.

Experience an audio-visual
installation that brings to
life the varied pastimes of
the men of Qasr Al Hosn:
from falconry to poetry.

} A soundscape recreates the
ambiance of Sheikh Shakhbut
bin Sultan Al Nahyan's winter

Majlis where he received his
friends and family.

EAST WING

FIRST FLOOR
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SOUTH WING

GROUND

FLOOR

The private domain of the ruling family, this wing contains
many personal mementoes and artefacts recreating
Sheikh Shakhbut bin Sultan Al Nahyan's time.

Explore Sheikh Shakhbut bin
Sultan Al Nahyan's personal
quarters and learn about
his interests, pursuits and
pastimes.

Women were influential at
Qasr Al Hosn. Join their
Majlis and discover their
customs, music, perfumes
and their personal power.

Experience the daily life of Qasr Al Hosn. A hands-on
interactive reveals the taste, smell, colour and origin of
the spices once used in cooking at the palace.

Come into the kitchen area
and smell the fires. Use the
app to help prepare a feast
for the people of the palace.

Sheikha Salama bint Butti's
rooms were the heart of
the home. Explore objects
telling the story of her long
and influential life.

Meet some of the most important women in the history
of Qasr Al Hosn and examine objects that connect us

to their stories.

Discover the wide range
of goods that came from
the souq and hear stories
about Eid gifts bought
there.
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2 6 Children of the Palace
SOUTH WING

What games did the children
FIRST FLOOR

of Qasr Al Hosn play? Here

you can discover how and

what they studied and what
games they played.
Celebrating Marriage
An audio-visual experience recreates the excitement of
attending a wedding celebration.
Al Zihba
il

Wedding festivities began
with Al Zihba, a colourful
procession of gifts for the
b

bride. Explore a wooden
chest full of gifts using
the visitor app.
.
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Archives and Administration

With its original interior preserved, this room celebrates
the historic archives of the National

Centre for
Documentation and Research, based at Qasr Al Hosn
from 1968 through 1998.
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THE NEW PALACE

In 1939, Sheikh Shakhbut bin Sultan
Al Nahyan granted the very first
concession for oil companies to
begin explorations in Abu Dhabi.
He used some of the proceeds from
these concessions to build a new
palace around the old fort. Some 150
years earlier, his namesake, Sheikh
Shakhbut bin Dhiyab had made a
momentous decision to move the
Bani Yas seat of rule from Liwa to
the coast. Now, Sheikh Shakhbut
bin Sultan Al Nahyan was instigating
another key moment in Abu Dhabi's
history.

The new palace tripled the size
of Qasr Al Hosn. It reflected the
fact that the emirate was on the
threshold of a new era, triggered by
the imminent discovery of oil. After
years of hardship, brought on by the
global Great Depression and the
collapse of the market for pearls,
this was a time of high hopes
and optimism.

In this new era, the needs of both
the people and their ruler would
change. Sheikh Shakhbut bin Sultan
Al Nahyan correctly foresaw that the
administration and governance of
the emirate would need more space
than the old fort could provide.
A growing administration — covering

everything from police and customs
to work permits — would all need
offices, while the traditional work of
governance, including the regular
Majlis sessions, will also need a more
formal and suitable accommodation.
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Qasr Al Hosn therefore transformed
into a spacious working palace
from which the growing city could
be administered and regional and
international relations fostered. The
latter were becoming increasingly
important as Abu Dhabi took up
its place on the world stage. Qasr
Al Hosn was now the first port of
call for a steady stream of visiting
foreign dignitaries, politicians and
oil executives. A prestigious venue,
the new palace then gracefully
communicated to these visitors
Abu Dhabi's power and significance.

The new palace included two palatial

wings, new towers and a large
courtyard. Though large in scale,
the architecture reflected Sheikh
Shakhbut bin Sultan Al Nahyan's
personal tastes, refined and elegant,
yet practical. Its walls gleaming
brightly in the sun, the enlarged
fort soon became an emblem of the
emirate’s new economy and the new
confidence that was developing in

Abu Dhabi.

But the improvements to the fort
were not completed in isolation.
Instead they mirroredimprovements
to the national infrastructure that
were gathering pace through these
years, with roads, schools, hospitals
and water pipelines being planned
and constructed across the emirate.
For the people, therefore, the newly
renovated fort became a source of
pride, a symbol of the better times
and new-found prosperity that was
now coming their way.

Aboveall, the outerpalace eloquently
expressed the emirate’s power and
importance for all to see. Today, it
achieves something perhaps even
more significant — offering us a
powerful, living link between our
past and our present.




OPENING HOURS

Saturday - Thursday: 9:00AM - 8:00PM
Friday: 2:00PM - 8:00PM

info@qasralhosn.ae
gasralhosn.ae

DOWNLOAD THE ABU DHABI CULTURE APP
to experience Qasr Al Hosn using augmented reality technology.

[=]
T,

# Download on the

¢ App Store

[ GETITON
F‘ Google Play
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PHOTO CREDITS

AlHosn, Abu Dhabi 1904 © bpk / Ethnologisches Museum, SMB / Hermann Burchardt
Coverand pp. 1

© BP plc, Courtesy of National Archives
pp.3,5,10, 18,21

Wilfred Thesiger © Pitt Rivers Museum
5

Courtesy of National Archives
p.5

Ronald Codrai © Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi
pp-6,9,10,12,17
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